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1. Introducing this series of data reports Our analyses of secondary data for our work-in-progress ARC Discovery Project – 
Safeguarding Rural Australia: Addressing Masculinity and Violence in Rural Settings – are available online. This permits the material in the series to be referenced in documents subsequently published by the research team and also provides a useful resource for others. For the introductory report which outlines the framework and scope for secondary data analyses for this project and for complementary reports analysing secondary data, go the project’s home page at: http://www.ljrc.law.qut.edu.au/research/projects/rural/. Availability of data and the manner in which they have been collected and consolidated have been major determinants of our analytical approach. Moreover, examination of suitably distinguishable classifications to define varying dimensions of ‘rural settings’ in Australia was essential. The introductory report mentioned above validates the depth and breadth of our inclusive view of violence and presents the schematic which describes the framework designed to structure and manage secondary data analyses. 
2. Focus of this report This report is an update of an earlier one produced in January 2010 (see Carrington et al. 2010) which remains as an ePrint through the project’s home page. This report focuses on our examination of extant data which have been sourced with respect to intentional violence perpetrated or experienced by males living in regional and remote Australiai
• Self-harm including suicideii 
. and which were available in public data bases at production. The nature of intentional violent acts can be physical, sexual or psychological or involve deprivation or neglect. We have presented under the following headings: 
• Homicide 
• Assault, sexual assault and the threat of assault 
• Child abuse 
• Other family and intimate partner violence 
• State variations in interpersonal violence 
• Harassment, stalking and bullying  
• Alcohol related social violence 
• Animal abuse 
3. Self-harm including suicide The burden of disease and injury in Australia for 2003 has been measured and presented by Begg et al. (2007) in terms of Years of Life Lost due to premature mortality (YLL) and Years Lost due to Disability (YLD) which, when combined, provided a measure of Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs). This report, although somewhat dated, is relevant to our analysis of secondary data because of its comprehensive analysis and presentation of data by sex.  
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Begg et al. (2007) identified 22% (2,279 persons) of all injury deaths in 2003 as suicides; of these, 78% (1,786) were males and 3.8% were recorded for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders. Furthermore, suicides and self-inflicted injuries were responsible for 27% of the total injury burden in Australia for that year. Five years later, for 2008, preliminary ABS resultsiii show 2,191 deaths through suicide accounted for 25% of all deaths due to ‘external’ causes; of these deaths, males (still at 78% of the total) continued to far outweighed females (ABS 2010, Cat. No. 3303.0). (External causes of death relate to cases where the underlying cause of death is external to the body.) Each year in Australia, more people take their own lives than die as the result of MVTAs. In Begg et al.’s (2007) study of community deaths, the suicide and self-inflicted injury cause category (5.4%) was ranked third overall in terms of specific causes of the mortality burden (YLL) among men in 2003iv. Suicide was, moreover, the leading cause of death through external injury. Misuse of alcohol was deemed responsible for one quarter (25%) of the suicide and of the self-inflicted injury burden (DALYs). Misuse of alcohol and its association with risk taking behaviour that sometimes results in violent death or morbidity is discussed in greater depth within Data Report No. 4 in this series. These findings were supported by Page et al. (2006) whose research into ‘avoidable’ mortality rates (those causes of death that are potentially avoidable at the present time, given available knowledge in Australia) ranked suicide highest in Australia among external causes and, with 6.5% of all avoidable mortality conditions, was fifth highest cause overall (based on Australian data sourced for the period 1997-2001). These findings most likely understate the impact of suicide in the Australian community given that, in recent years, under-reporting of the number of suicides in ABS published statistics has been evidenced. Although there is no clarity about when publication of unreliable data commenced or how it has varied over time, there are reasons to think that processing problems emerged, or worsened, after 2002 (Henley and Harrison 2009). This under-reporting appears to be largely as a result of misclassifications due to the high number of cases with a status of ‘open’ on the National Coronial Information System at the time of ABS processing (ABS 2008, Cat. No. 3303.0). The ABS also noted reluctance by Coroners to make determinations of suicide have impacted on suicide data. Furthermore, cases which could potentially have been suicides (for example, some MVTAs, discharging of firearms, hangings, poisonings, drownings, electrocutions, and so on) but for which the intent was determined to be other than intentional self-harm cannot be separately identified from available data.  The ABS has, in recent years, recognised these anomalies and limitations in data quality with respect to published suicide statistics (ABS 2008, 2009, Cat. No. 3303.0). Accordingly, data for suicides from the year 2007 and for subsequent years are to be subjected to revision processes which will improve the quality of the data.  Data initially released by the ABS for 2007 pointed to the number of suicides recorded in Australia in the decade from 1997 to 2007 decreasing by 30% overall, from 2,720 to 1,881 (ABS 2009). Historically, around 80% of all suicides have been males (77% in 2007). Revised statistics for 2007 released in March 2010 increased the number of deaths coded 
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to Suicide to 2,054, an increase of 173 deaths (9.2%) (ABS 2010, Cat No. 3303.0, Technical Note 3, 2007 Revisions). Results of an additional and final revision for 2007 data can be anticipated during 2011.  In spite of the decline over recent years in statistically recorded suicides, rates have remained alarmingly high in comparison with other external causes of death. These rates are of particular concern in Australia’s rural and remote regions where numbers have risen substantially over the past three decades, especially among men (Department of Health and Ageing (DHA) 2008, Fact Sheet 18). This risk is statistically compounded for men aged 20 to 44 years (ABS 2007, 3309.0); for older men (over 75); and for men undergoing traumatic life events (DHA 2008, Fact Sheet 17) as might be experienced, for example, as a result of prolonged drought conditions, relationship breakdowns and mental and physical health problems. Males in All Regional/All Remote areas have higher rates of suicide and self-inflicted injuries than males in Major Cities or than females in these regions (AIHW 2008, PHE 97; AIHW 2007, PHE 95). Consequently, men living in rural or remote areas are recognised as among those Australians most at risk of death by suicide. Concern about the magnitude of the inequity between large metropolitan areas and rural Australia is such that, for leading causes of death during the period 2002-04, the AIHW (2008, PHE 97) reported average annual excess cases for the five Australian Standard Geographical Classifications (ASGC) of Remoteness Areas (RAs)v. ‘Excess’ deaths represent the difference between the number of deaths observed in each ASGC Remoteness Area and the number expected if Major Cities age-specific death rates had been applied in each area. Excess deaths provide an absolute measure of magnitude and hence offer a clearer understanding of the absolute size of disadvantage in ASGC regional and remote areas in terms of human lives lost for particular causes of death (ABS 2008, PHE 97: 71)vi. These AIHW (2008, PHE 97) results illustrate increasing rates of suicide according to the remoteness of recorded zones of residence. Based on the average annual number of fatalities during the period 2002-04, males in All Regional/ All Remote regions had between 1.25 and 2.57 times the number of suicide fatalities than if the rates for their male counterparts in Major Cities areas had applied (Table 1)vii (Henley et al. 2007). In fact, suicides outnumber MTVA fatalities for males in all RAs with the exception of Very Remote areas. Table 1 further illustrates the alarming fact that regional and remote areas, with an estimated 33% of the male population of Australia at the time of the 2004-05 National Health Survey (ABS 2006, 4364.0: 76-78), experienced 40% (692) of the national annual average number of male suicides (totalling 1,721) for the period 2002-04.   
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Table 1: Average annual male suicide ‘excess’ deaths by Remoteness Areas, 2002-04 
 Males Females 
 
MC 
All Regional/All Remote  
MC 
All Regional/ 
All Remote IR OR R VR Total 
Average annual number of observed suicide deaths:   
All persons 1,029 388 224 44 36 692 314 154 
Non-Indigenous 967 363 204 33 10 610 432 137 
Suicide deaths as % of total observed injury deaths:   
All persons 34.3 31.8 31.8 33.8 28.8 31.7 20.1 15.9 
Non-Indigenous 34.1 31.5 31.7 34.4 20.8 31.4 19.8 15.9 
Average annual number of excess suicide deaths:   
All persons n.a. 77 66 18 22 183 n.a. u.d. 
Non-Indigenous n.a. 73 61 11 1 146 n.a. u.d. 
Suicide deaths as % of total excess injury deaths:   
All persons n.a. 26.9 27.5 31.6 25.6 27.4 n.a. u.d. 
Non-Indigenous n.a. 26.7 28.1 32.4 4.2 26.6 n.a. u.d. 
SPRs for suicides:    
All persons 1.00 1.25 1.42 1.69 2.57 1.36 1.00 1.02 
Non-Indigenous 1.00 1.25 1.43 1.50 1.11 1.31 1.00 0.98 n.a.  Not applicable u.d. Unreliable data (Source: AIHW 2008, PHE 97, Table 63, 64 & 65)  Differing rates of suicide during the subsequent period of 2004-05 using an alternative source (that of Henley and Harrison 2009) are illustrated in Figure 1. The highest rate (27.4 per 100,000 population) was recorded for Very Remote areas. Due to the smaller populations in Remote areas in particular compared with Major Cities areas, additional suicides in remote Australia can have a significant impact on rates. Thus actual rates can vary more widely from year to year. In fact, for 2003-04, Very Remote areas recorded a rate of 22.7 (Henley et al. 2007). 
 
Figure 1: Suicide by Remoteness Areas, per 100,000 population, Australia 2004-05 (Source: Henley and Harrison 2009)  
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Standardised prevalence ratios (SPRs) for suicides during 2004-05 for all persons (rather than for males alone) validate those previously presented for 2002-04 (AIHW 2007, PHE 97). The rates in Table 2 for all persons (that is, males and females) are not as great as for males alone (shown in Table 1), no doubt reflecting the substantially lower rates of female suicides in all areas.  
Table 2: Suicides by Remoteness Areas, Australia 2003-04 
 MC IR OR R VR Total 
Age adjusted rate / 100,000 0.93 1.06 1.27 1.24 2.41 11.5 
SPRs 1.00 1.14 1.37 1.33 2.59  (Source: Henley and Harrison 2009)  Variations between remoteness areas in mechanism used to suicide became evident when recorded data for 2004-05 were interrogated by Henley and Harrision (2009). Death rates due to hanging tended to increase with remoteness, rising from 5.0 deaths per 100,000 population for those living in Major Cities to 19.7 for those living in Very Remote zones. Firearm-related suicides also increased with level of remoteness (to 5.9 in Very Remote zones. In Very Remote areas, all except one excess death in 2002-04 could be attributed to Indigenous persons (refer to Table 1). 
4. Homicide National homicide rates have fluctuated slightly from year to year since the early 1990s but the overall trend has been downwards. In fact, homicide rates have fallen by 17.6% to 260 homicide incidents in 2006-07 from an average of 316 during the period 1989-90 and 1996-97 (Dearden and Jones 2008). The majority of victims continue to be male, with nearly two-thirds killed by non family members.  A study of homicide data for 2004-05 (Henley and Harrison 2009) identified minimal variation in prevalence rates between Major Cities and inner Regional areas; conversely Outer Regional and Remote areas had rates 1.6 and 1.9 times greater than those of Major Cities areas and the SPR of 8.5 for Very Remote zones was significantly greater than all other zones (Table 3). Because homicide numbers are not great, considerable variations in SPRs could be reported from one year to another. Accordingly, these results need to be treated with caution especially for remote areas where population numbers are comparatively low. Recognised high homicide rates in some Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory and in Western Australia where Very Remote classifications apply to large areas are most likely the driving force for the high rates for this RA.  
Table 3: Total homicide deaths by Remoteness Areas, Australia 2004-05 
 MC IR OR R VR Total 
Age adjusted rate / 100,000 0.9 1.0 1.6 1.9 8.5 1.1 
SPRs 1.00 1.13 1.84 2.11 9.61  (Source: Henley and Harrison 2009)  Homicide incidents were reported by RA for the first and only time for the period 2005-06, within the Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) National Homicide 
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Monitoring Program (NHMP) (AIC 2008, RPPS No. 77) (Figure 2). Results were similar to those published by Henley et al. (2007) for 2003-04 although the percentage of females killed by strangers was greater – just over one in 10 female victims were killed by a stranger in 2005-06 compared with two percent in the previous year, and seven percent in 2003-04 (Davies and Mouzos 2007). Overall, stranger homicide increased to 26% in 2005-06 from 19% in 2004–05 and 23% in 2003–04. This change has been attributed to an increase in the number of incidents of young males (15–19 years old) committing homicide, over half of which involved strangers. In 2005-06, 88% of offenders were males as were 63% of victims (Davies and Mouzos 2007). 
 
Figure 2: Homicide incidence and population by remoteness area, 2005-06 (Source: after Davies and Mouzos 2007)  A study commissioned by the National Campaign Against Violence and Crime (NCAVAC 1998) revealed that a primary focus of people’s fear is the ‘unpredictable stranger’ in the uncontrollable environment. The study revealed that women see the home as a greater place of safety and control; they are more fearful of public spaces, especially walking alone at night. Underlying this fear, however, is their perception that they are at greater risk than men of sexual assault and harassment, crimes they fear most (Cook at al. 2001).  There is nothing new in the fact that women fear violence more so than men. An earlier survey conducted in 1995 by the Office of the Status of Women revealed that more women than men (respectively, 23% and 9%) made reference to women being vulnerable to violence; to domestic violence (females 22% and males 11%); to violence against children (18% and 7%); and to sexual violence (15% and 4%). To a lesser extent, attacks in public places were also referred to more frequently by women (23%) than by men (15%) (Office of the Status of Women 1995). 
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While the higher rates of stranger homicide incidents reported by Davies and Mouzos (2007) may provide some justification for these fears, other results (see, for example, Lievore 2003) show that, for women subjected to domestic violence, the home is not the haven imagined by many. The most recent National Homicide Monitoring Program (NHMP) annual report (Dearden and Jones 2008) indicated that rates of intimate partner homicide remained constant in 2006-07 in comparison with earlier years, with 22% of homicides occurring in this context. The report also published statistics of intimate partner homicide stating that 23 males and 42 females were victims. Furthermore, a domestic-violence history with the police in some form prior to the homicide incident was recorded for 43% of homicides between intimates in 2006-07. During the same period, 27 children under the age of 15 years were killed with a parent being the perpetrator in the overwhelming majority of such cases (84%) (Dearden and Jones 2008). Unfortunately, in this latest available NHMP annual report, homicide incident location post codes were not used to report data by RAs. It is unfortunate that publication of the analysis of homicide incidents by geographic area has halted.  
5. Assault, sexual assault and the threat of assault  The following definitions of assault are used by the ABS (2006, Cat No. 4906.0): 
• Physical assault – the use of physical force with the intent to harm or frighten 
• Physical threat/threatened physical assault – an attempt or threat to inflict physical harm that the respondent believed was likely to be carried out.  
• Sexual assault – an act of a sexual nature carried out against a person’s will, including attempts to force a person into sexual activity. 
• Sexual threat, threatened sexual assault – involves a threat of sexual assault that the respondent believed was likely to be carried out. Data on physical assault and sexual offences in Australian rural settings are fragmented as research has historically concentrated on urban locations. National statistics generally have not distinguished between urban and rural regions and the complexity of regional variations in crime has been overlooked until relatively recently (Carrington 2007, Jobes et al. 2001). While administrative data sets based on reported crime to police are limited by the high levels of under-reporting particularly for crimes of violence, these are the only data that count crimes reported by people living in Outer Regional, Remote and Very Remote parts of Australia. Although these data should not be interpreted as representing the real levels of crime in a locality, they are, nevertheless, important social indicators (Carrington, 2007). Sexual assault in rural areas has usually been recorded as a component of domestic violence and studies of rural women’s experiences of assault have tended to be small and localised (Lievore 2003). This situation may reflect implicit assumptions that crime is predominantly an urban problem or that there is minimal difference in the extent and nature of physical and sexual assault between rural and urban areas.  
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A national database providing recorded police statistics for physical and sexual assault has not been available since results for 2003 were published by the ABS (ABS 2004, Cat. No. 4510.0). This is largely due to recognition of differences across States and Territories in the recording of offences of assault and sexual assault (ABS 2005, Cat No. 4510.0). Rather, post 2003 information consolidated at a national level for physical and sexual assault is published in victimisation surveys: the 2002 and 2005 national Crime and Safety Surveys (CSSs) (ABS 2003, 2006, Cat. No. 4509.0) and the 2005 Personal Safety Survey (PSS) (ABS 2006, Cat No. 4906.0). The relative paucity of relevant data from these victimisation surveys – especially with regards to the PSS – signals the need for this current as well as additional research so that patterns of violence in rural Australia might be satisfactorily mapped and analysed.  Only then can appropriate policy responses be compiled and implemented. Police records of assault indicate that national rates have increased steadily in the decade to 2006, from 563 to 829 per 100,000 population, apparently continuing a rising trend which started in the 1970s (Bricknell 2008) (Figure 3). Victim rates have increased for males and, particularly, for females. Victimisation surveys produce a less conclusive picture. For instance, they suggest that overall rates of assault did not increase significantly from 2002 to 2005, the years reported from the CSSs (ABS 2003, 2006, Cat No. 4509.0) or between 2000 and 2004, the period surveyed for the Australian component of the International Crime Victimisation Survey (ICVS) (Johnson 2005). Of course, respondents to victimisation surveys must be aged 15 years or over, thereby excluding a relevant proportion of the affected population (Bricknell 2008). 
 
 
Figure 3: Assaults recorded by police per 100,000 population, Australia 1995-2006 Age data by gender available for 1996 to 2003 only (Source: Bricknell 2008)  Measurements of a single crime category such as assault using, on the one hand, police administrative and, on the other hand, ABS survey data could be expected to 
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produce differing results. Nevertheless, divergence between recorded crime statistics and those collected from surveys cannot readily be reconciled. For instance, the 2002 General Social Survey (GSS) (ABS 2002, Cat. No. 4519.0) collected information about the prevalence of the use or threat of violence against a person. For all persons aged 18 years or over who participated in the GSS, 9% (or 9,000 per 100,000 population) reported being victims of physical or threatened violence in the last 12 months. This rate is about 10 times that for assault recorded by police for the same year (829 per 100,000 noted above). Similarly, the Australian component of the 2002-03 International Violence Against Women Survey (IVAWS) (Mouzos and Makkai 2004) found that 10% of women had experienced at least one incident of physical and/or sexual violence in the past 12 months and the PSS (ABS 2006, Cat No. 4906.0) reported 8.3% of Australians experienced some sort of violence during the 12 months prior to that survey.  Problems with recorded police statistics are readily acknowledged. This is in part because many incidents are not reported to police, especially with victims of physical and sexual assault who are much less likely to report offences than victims of property crimes (ABS 2003, Cat No. 451.0). Indeed, the 1995 Women’s Safety Survey (WSS) found that only 15% of women who identified an incident of sexual assault in the 12 months prior to the survey reported to police (ACSSA 2008). Similar results were collected from victimisation surveys such as the 2002-03 IVAWS (Mouzos and Makkai 2004) and the 2002 CSS (ABS 2003, Cat. No. 4509.0) which pointed to sexual assaults against women being reported to police in 12% to 20% of cases, a reporting rate substantially lower than for other major crime categories. Despite these recognised shortcomings, national recorded crime statistics showed about a 33% increase in the recorded sexual assault victimisation rate between 1993 and 2003, from 69 to 92 per 100,000 population (Figure 4).  The 2003 rate was at its highest level since the commencement of the collection in 1993 (ABS 2003, Cat. No. 4510.0). Whether this escalation reflects an increase in the prevalence of sexual assault is not apparent but it is likely to be influenced by an increase in incidents reported to and recorded by police. 
 
Figure 4: Sexual assaults recorded by police per 100,000 population, Australia 1993-2003 (Source: ABS 2001, 2002, 2003, Cat. No. 4510.0) 
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 The surveyed victimisation rate for sexual assault in 2002 (ABS 2003: Cat. No. 4509.0), at about 1.0% or 1,000 per 100,000 population, was significantly higher than recorded crime statistics for sexual assault for that year of 91 per 100,000 population (ABS 2003, Cat. No. 4510.0). From the 2005 CSS (ABS 2006, Cat. No. 4509.0), an incidence rate of 0.3% was estimated. There are, however, recognised limitations with CSS data largely due to low response rates (around 70%) to sexual assault questions in the survey; completion of this section was voluntary and results for non-respondents were imputed (ABS 2003, 2006, Cat. No. 4509.0). Furthermore, although the more recent large-scale national victim surveys have targeted rural as well as urban populations, persons in remote areas are usually excluded. The 2005 CSS, for example, excluded approximately 120,000 persons living in Very Remote areas of Australia. This might in part be due to sensitivity in regions where anonymity and confidentiality could be problematic.  Females are more likely to be the victims of sexual assault. A large majority (around 80%) of sexual assault victims that came to police attention in the early 2000s (ABS 2001, 2002, 2003, Cat. No. 4510.0) were females. The 2002 CSS reported that 86% of sexual assault victims were females (ABS 2003, Cat No. 4509.0). Most perpetrators are male; indeed, one Australian survey found that 99% of sexual assault offenders were male (Lievore 2003). Victims of sexual offences usually know the perpetrators. For those sexual offences recorded by Australian police in 2001, only 17% were perpetrated by strangers. Most offenders were identified as either friends or acquaintances (37%) or family members (25%) (Lievore 2003). The 1996 Women’s Safety Survey (WSS) (ABS 1996, Cat. No. 4128.0) found that women who were married or cohabiting were five times less likely to report sexual victimisation to interviewers than separated women and three times less likely than women who had never married. Consequently, the proportion of perpetrators who are family members is most likely understated. In the 1998 Australian Crime and Safety Survey (ABS 1999, Cat. No. 4509.0), a minority of women accounted for more than half of all sexual incidents in the previous year. This further illustrates that victims in existing relationships with offenders are at risk of repeat sexual victimisation and multiple forms of interpersonal violence.  The 1995 WSS (ABS 1996, Cat. No. 4128.0) found that less than 30% of the perpetrators who were reported to police were charged with a criminal offence; the reasons for this low figure were not explored. In 2002, reported sexual assault offences had the highest attrition rate (49%) of any personal and property crimes offence category (ABS 2003, Cat. No. 4510.0). Many regard the issue of complainant withdrawal as particularly vexing. According to Lievore (2003, 48), ‘while some complainants withdraw charges as a result of intimidation by, reconciliation with, or dependency on the offender, others do so after police tacitly or overtly prompt victims to withdraw the complaint.’  Relevant data pertaining to sexual assaults in rural Australia is limited. The WSS (ABS 1996, Cat. No. 4128.0) did not provide estimates of assault in regional and remote areas 
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vis-à-vis urban areas; nor did the CSSs adopt ASGC RA classifications to report on experiences of interpersonal violence (IPV). The Crime and Safety Studies did, however, distinguish results according to ‘Area of usual residence’, with reference to either ‘Capital city’ or ‘Balance of State or Territory’ (referred to here as ‘Other Locations’). The latter classification, therefore, included some large population centres such as Newcastle and Wollongong in New South Wales.  The most recent CSS (ABS 2005, Cat. No. 4509.0) reported assault victimisation prevalence rates for Capital cities and Balance of State or Territory of, respectively 4.7% and 5.1%. In other words, persons living outside capital cities were more likely (by 1.09 times) to be assaulted than their metropolitan counterparts. Data according to usual place of residence were not available by gender or and did not separate physical and sexual assault. 
6. Child abuse  Child abuse refers to physical, sexual or emotional abuse or neglect of young people under the age of 18 years in most Australian States and Territories; less than 17 years of age in Queensland (AIHW 2008, JUV 4). There is a demonstrated relationship between the health and wellbeing of children and the environment in which they live and grow. Children who are raised in supportive, nurturing environments are more likely to have better social, behavioural and health outcomes than others (McCain and Mustard 2002; Stanley et al. 2003). The reverse is also true: children who have personally experienced child abuse and neglect can have their wellbeing, sense of security, safety and feelings about the future detrimentally affected in a variety of way. Being victimized may lead to physical injury, disability and even death as well as diminished educational attainment and social participation in early adulthood and a higher likelihood of criminal offending later in life (AIHW 2008, PHE 104). Indeed, childhood neglect is regarded as one of the strongest predictors of youth offending at a later time.  Experience of violence and sexual abuse in childhood is also one factor – among several others including family history of teenage pregnancy, unstable housing arrangements, poor school attendance and performance, socioeconomic disadvantage, and absence of a father figure – thought to contribute to teenage fertility (AIHW 2008, PHE 104). Furthermore, associations have been made in several US and Canadian studies (refer to, for example Ascione 1998, 2005) between cruelty to animals and child abuse in homes as well as with violence between adult intimate partners and the ways in which young people are affected by bullying or assaults in a schoolyard. 
Assault against children  An increase in recorded sexual assault of young people is thought to be a major contributor to an overall rise in recorded sexual assault in Australia since the mid 1990s (Bricknell 2008). As data are based on the date of reporting which may be some time, even years, after the date of occurrence, whether this increase related to current or past events is not clear. In the decade to 2005, the incidence of recorded sexual assault for children aged 0–14 years accounted for around 40 percent of all recorded sexual assaults (Bricknell 
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2008). In the mid 1990s, the increase in rates for this age group was similar to those aged 15 years and older (respectively, 23% and 24%). Between 1999 and 2003, however, the increase among the 0–14 year age group was more than double that of people aged 15 years and more (37% compared with 17%). Although rates of sexual assault increased for both males and females aged 0–14 years, the increase was greater for females (27% compared with 19% for males) (Bricknell 2008). Victimisation surveys would most likely not reflect these substantial increases; not only are these surveys conducted infrequently but respondents have to be at least 15 years of age. A steady increase in other forms of assault against young people has also been reported by police (Bricknell 2008). This is supported by AIHW (2008, Bulletin 60) data that show increasing hospitalisation of young Australians due to assault-related injuries. In the decade to 2005-06, the increase of 29% for males aged between 12 and 24 years was greater than for females in the same age group (19%). The overwhelming majority (around two-thirds) of these hospitalisations were attributed to assault by bodily force, such as a beating or an unarmed fight. Harmful and hazardous alcohol uses are recognised risk factors both for being victimised and for perpetrating youth violence (WHO 2006). 
Misuse of alcohol and its link with risky behaviour is discussed in greater depth within Data Report No. 4 in this series. 
Children in substantiations of a notification Statutory child protection systems are the responsibility of state and territory governments. Due to variations in child protection legislation, policy and practice between jurisdictions and over time, comparison of substantiation ratesviii across time and across jurisdictions is problematic. The national trend has historically shown an increase in the number of substantiated notifications (Figure 5). For instance, there was a 30% increase from 46,154 in 2004-05 to 60,230 in 2006-07. A fall to 55,120 was recorded for 2007-08 (AIHW 2009, CWS 33) and another fall, albeit marginally, for 2008-09 to 54,621 (AIHW 2010, CWS 35) but as these numbers are a reflection of activity by the different state and territory child protection agencies, whether trends are favourable or otherwise cannot be gauged from these results.  
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Figure 5: Number of children in substantiations of notification, 2004-05 to 2008-09 (Source: after AIHW 2010, CSW 35, Table 2.4)  During 2008-09 the overall enumerated patterns for the different types of substantiated abuse and neglect were similar for males and females with the exception that the number of young females who were victims of sexual abuse was 2.7 times the number of males (Figure 6) (AIHW 2010 CWS 35). More young people suffered from emotional abuse than the other forms of child abuse. Similar numbers of males and females were victims of physical abuse and of neglect. While patterns may be representative of types of abuse or neglect of children, results need to be viewed with caution due to different reporting criteria between State and Territory jurisdictions. For example, New South Wales, with around 32% of the nation’s young people, accounted for 62% and 56% of, respectively, female and male children notified for sexual abuse.  
 
Figure 6: Children in substantiations of notification 2008-09 by abuse/neglect type, and sex (Source: After AIHW 2010 CSW 47, Table A1.2) 
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Trends in the number of children on care and protection orders Over the past four years, the number of children on care and protection orders across Australia has increased significantly, with a 47% increase from 24,075 in 2004-05 to 35,409 in the year ending 30 June 2009ix. The rate has also risen considerably during this time, from 5.2 (2004-05) to 7.0 (2008-09) per 1,000 children (Figure 7). The increase has been attributed to a flow-on effect from not only greater awareness of child abuse and neglect but also the cumulative effect of the growing number of children who enter the child protection system at a young age and remain on orders until they are 18 years of age (AIHW 2009 CWS 33). Analyses across the states and territories have indicated that children are being admitted to care and protection orders for increasingly complex factors associated with parental substance abuse, mental health and family violence (Victorian Department of Human Services (VDHS) 2002). 
 
Figure 7: Rates of children on care and protection orders and in out-of-home care, 30 June 
2004 to 30 June 2009 (per 1,000 children) Care and protection orders data not available for 2003-04 (Source: After AIHW 2009, CWS 33 Table 4.7; AIHW 2010, CWS 35 Tables 3.2 & 4.2 ) 
Trends in rates of children in out-of-home care The number of children in out-of-home care in Australia has also increased significantly in recent years from 21,795 (4.5 per 1,000 children) in 2003-04 to 34, 069 (rate of 6.9) by the end of June 2009, an increase of 56%. The overall increase could be related to a number of factors. One explanatory factor reported by several states and territories was the increasingly complex family situations of children associated with parental substance abuse, mental health and family violence. This also impacts on the length of time children remain in care (AIHW 2009, CWS 33).  Over this period, the rates of children in out-of-home care increased in all state and territory jurisdictions (AIHW 2010, CWS 35). The largest increases were in NSW where rates increased from 5.8 to 9.4 per 1,000, and in the Northern Territory where they increased from 4.3 to 7.7 per 1,000 children. The reasons for variations between 
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jurisdictions most likely include differences in the policies and practices of the relevant departments in relation to early intervention and out-of-home care, as well as variations in the availability of appropriate care options for children who were regarded as being in need of this service (AIHW 2010, CWS 35). No data are published on rates of child abuse for young people which would permit differences between metropolitan locations and regional and remote areas to be identified. Furthermore, data quality varies considerably between states and territories and thus meaningful comparisons across the jurisdictions is also problematic (AIHW 2009 CWS 33). Figure 8 is illustrative of this. For example, higher rates of out-of-home care in NSW than in any other jurisdiction cannot be explained with any degree of confidence. Other results point to Indigenous children clearly being over-represented in the child protection system. The comparatively high rates for substantiation of notifications and care and protection orders in the Northern Territory identify this feature (AIHW 2009, CWS 33). 
 
Figure 8: Child protection rates per 1,000 children by states and territories, 2008-09 (Source: After AIHW 2010, CWS 33, Tables 2.6, 3.2 and 4.2) 
 
7. Other family and intimate partner violence Recent Australian data with respect to domestic violence in rural and remote areas were difficult to source. While data are patchy, research suggests that domestic violence is a major problem in rural and remote areas (Lievore 2003; Women’s Services Network 2000). In fact, some research has shown that rural and remote areas, particularly Indigenous communities, experience greater levels of violence generally, and domestic violence specifically, than other areas (Hogg and Carrington 1998).  A report prepared in 2000 for the Commonwealth Department of Transport and Regional Services (DOTARS) made use of data for period 1997-98 from the Commonwealth- and State-backed Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) National Data Collection Agency. During this period, over 40,000 support periods were 
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provided to women and just under 2,800 to men who reported experiences of domestic violence as the primary cause for needing support (Women’s Services Network 2000) (Table 4). Support was provided in rural and remote areas for domestic violence related needs for about 46% of these SAAP support periodsx.  These recorded incidents provide strong support for the argument that domestic violence is often higher in rural areas than in metropolitan areas, with highest rates remote areas. In fact, females in large rural centres and other rural areas were more likely (by 2.31 and 1.44 times, respectively) to seek support as a result of domestic violence incidents (Table 4). In remote areas, there was an even greater likelihood (by 4.85 times). The remote area results most likely reflect – but are not necessarily entirely the consequence of – higher rates of interpersonal violence against Aboriginal women in remote regions (Women’s Services Network 2000).  
 
Table 4: SAAP support periods resulting from domestic violence, by remoteness categories, 
Australia 1997-98 
 Metro areas 
Large rural 
centres 
Other rural 
areas 
Remote 
areas Total 
Females:      
SAAP support period 23,105 4,399 8,667 3,913 40,143 
ERP aged 15+ ('000) 5,370.9 441.9 1,402.3 1,875.0 7,402.7 
Domestic violence rate 
per 1,000 population 4.3 10.0 6.2 20.9 5.4 
SPRs 1.00 2.31 1.44 4.85  
Males:      
SAAP support period 1,438 851 428 132 2,790 
ERP aged 15+ ('000) 5,157.7 416.9 1,409.4 223.0 7,207.1 
Domestic violence rate  
per 1,000 population 0.28 2.04 0.30 0.59 0.39 
SPRs 1.00 7.29 1.07 2.11  
Persons:      
SAAP support period 24,543 5,250 10 4,045 42,933 
ERP aged 15+ ('000) 10,528.6 858.8 2,811.7 410.6 146,097.0 
Domestic violence rate 
per 1,000 population 2.33 6.11 3.23 9.85 2.94 
SPRs 1.00 2.62 1.39 4.23  (Source: After Women’s Services Network 2000 using AIHW unpublished data)  A recent report into the development and wellbeing of children and young people throughout Australia (AIHW 2008, PHE 104) stated that domestic and family violence was the most common reason for children accompanying a parent or guardian to seek SAAP assistance; this applied in around 50% of cases. Indeed, high unmet requests for SAAP accommodation for children and youth were identified in the report as an area of particular concern with respect to development and wellbeing. This is in part due to the recognition that young people who become homeless face increased risk of exposure to physical and sexual assault and are more likely than other youth to engage in risky behaviours including drug and alcohol abuse (AIHW 2008, PHE 104). 
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As is the case in urban areas, rural women experience domestic violence at dramatically higher rates than men. Victims of domestic violence are often subject to two or more forms of persistent abuse and thus sexual assault is likely to follow a similar pattern (Lievore 2003). Indeed the IVAWS (Mouzas and Makkai 2004) found that 73% of women who had experienced sexual violence by their intimate partners had also been physically abused by them. The burden of disease and injury to Australia has been measured and presented by Begg et al. (2007) in terms of Years of Life Lost due to premature mortality (YLL) and Years Lost due to Disability (YLD) which, when combined, provided a measure of Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs). Of the risk factors identified with respect to the cause group ‘injury’, intimate partner violence was, in 2003, responsible for 2.5% of the burden for this category and for 1.1% of the total burden of DALYs for all categories of injury and disease (Begg et al 2007). These researchers attempted to attribute the burden of intimate partner violence only for females due to insufficient evidence on prevalence and risk among males (Begg et al. 2007: 92). They recognised that the risk for males was probably small in comparison with that experienced by females.  Intimate partner violence can sometimes be a trigger for additional personal violence, specifically in the form of self-inflicted injuries including suicide (Begg et al. 2007). In fact, self-inflicted injuries were recognised as the single largest cause of deaths that occurred as a consequence of intimate partner violence (30.1% of the total); an additional 8% of deaths resulted from homicide and other forms of violence. Indeed, the number of YLL from suicides, homicides and other forms of violence directly emanating from intimate partner violence accounted for 91% of the total years lost as a result of this form of violence (Table 5). 
Table 5: Violent deaths and burden (DALYs) attributable to intimate partner violence, by 
selected causes, Australia 2003 
 
Proportionate burden Suicide & self-inflicted injuries Homicide & violence Intimate partner violence total 
DALYs:    
% of IP violence burden 10.6 4.3 14.8 
% attributable to males 100 100 100 
Deaths:    
Number 131 35 166 
% due to IP violence 30.1 8.0 38.2 
% this cause YLL 98 63 91 (Source: After Begg et al. 2007, Table 4.13 and Figure 4.21)  
8. State variations – interpersonal violence Police data are often the only statistical measures of regional variations in physical and sexual assault. This section reports on trends in physical and sexual assault and in other inter-personal violence (IPV) for the mainland states of Australia. Spatial units used to report crime differ between states and do not conform to ASGC RA classifications. This makes interstate comparisons and national consolidations difficult if not impossible.  
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Wherever possible, crime rates have been presented per 100,000 population. While these rates provide a rough basis for comparing violence in areas that have different population densities, the reality of victimisation will vary according to the extent to which activities are, in the first instance, reported and, secondly, accurately recorded within a particular location. 
Queensland Queensland police regions vary from the densely populated Metropolitan Regions in the southeast corner to remote areas that are sparsely populated and have few urbanised centres, as seen in the Far North Region, a remote area with a large Indigenous population (Figure 9). Each region faces unique policing issues (Queensland Police Service (QPS) 2009) and thus the statistics have been presented here as a guide to crime trends and patterns across the state.  
 
 
Figure 9: Queensland Police Regions and Districts, 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010)  Reported crimes against the person and offences against property per 100,000 population for each of the Queensland police regions during 2009-10 are shown, respectively, in Figures 10 and 11. In general, rates for offences against the person were highest in the Far North, Northern, Central and Southern regions, all of which have relatively low population densities in comparison with the southeast regions as well as other characteristics associated with rurality. Conversely, recorded rates in the urbanised southeast corner of the state (Metropolitan South and North, South East and North Coast regions) were lower than the State average. In other words, violent crimes against another 
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person were recorded at greater rates in rural regions than in the more densely southeast corner of the state including metropolitan Brisbane. Conversely, recorded property crime rates were highest in the Metropolitan North and South East regions and in the far-flung north of the state and lowest on the North Coast as well as in the largely rural Central and Southern regions.  
 
 
Figure 10: Reported offences against the person per 100,000 population, Queensland Police 
Regions, 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010)  
 
  
 
Figure 11: Reported offences against property per 100,000 population, Queensland Police 
Regions, 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010)  Similar patterns of higher recorded rates of offences against the person in rural regions have been repeated over the past five years, from 2004-05 (Figures 12 and 13) although rates have, overall, trended downwards in all regions. Correspondingly, recorded property crime rates have been higher over the same five years in the urbanised southeast 
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as well as in the more remote northernmost regions which have comparatively high Indigenous populations than in the state’s rural heartland. 
 
Figure 12: Reported offences against the person per 100,000 population, Queensland Police 
Regions, 2005-06 to 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006)   
 
Figure 13: Reported offences against property per 100,000 population, Queensland Police 
Regions, 2005-06 to 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006)   
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Physical and sexual assault rates per 100,000 population are illustrated in Figure 14. The highest recorded rates for assault (including homicide) were observed in the Far North followed by the Northern region and also in the other essentially rural Southern and Central regions. Rates in the urbanised southeast corner as well as the Southern region were lower than the state average. Sexual assault rates were similarly higher in the Far North, Northern, North Coast and Central regions than those in the heavily urbanized metropolitan areas and southern parts of the state.  
 
 
Figure 14: Physical assault and sexual offences per 100,000 population, Queensland Police 
Regions, 2009-10 (Source: QPS 2010)   Males are generally recognised as being the main perpetrators of physical assault. Figure 15 shows that they were also predominantly the victims although a greater proportion of females were victims i the Far North regions. This might be associated with comparatively large Indigenous populations within these regions. Victims of sexual assault were overwhelmingly female in all regions (Figure 16). 
 
Figure 15: Victims of physical assault, per cent, by gender, Queensland Police Regions, 2009-
10 (Source: QPS 2010)  
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Figure 16: Victims of sexual offences, per cent, by gender, Queensland Police Regions, 2009-
10 (Source: QPS 2010) 
 
 
 
Victims of sexual offences, per cent, by gender, Queensland Police Regions, 2007-08 (Source: QPS 2008)  
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Figure 17: Unlawful entry of a dwelling with violence (Source: QPS 2010)  
 
 
 
Figure 18: Breach of Domestic Violence Protection Order (Source: QPS 2010)  
New South Wales The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) uses local government areas (LGAs) and the boundaries of Statistical Divisions (SD) shown in Figure 15 to report rates of crimes. This project adopted the bio-spatial units used by Hogg and Carrington (2006) to analyse the dispersion of violent crime in this State. Their methodology separated the populous metropolitan and regional centres and the relatively densely populated and coastal LGAs of the State from inland NSW. Although many coastal localities incorporate elements of rurality and are important agricultural areas, their socio-economic 
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characteristics demonstrate increasing diversity in comparison with LGAs largely dependent on an agricultural economic base. 
 
 
Figure 15: New South Wales Statistical Division boundaries (Source: ABS 2005, Cat. No. 1216.0)  The greatest proportion of the 50 LGAs identified in 2007-08 as violent crime ‘hot spots’xi was in the rural bio-spatial unit for LGAs with the lowest populations, ranging from 3,000 to 10,000 (Figure 16). This pattern was consistent for sexual assault (44% of all hot spots), domestic violence related crimes (32%), and also for other forms of criminal physical assault (34%).  
 
Figure 16: NSW LGA violent crime hotspots for physical assaults and sexual offences per bio-
spatial unit, 2007 LGAs with population under 3,000 and Sydney LGA have been excluded (Source: NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 2008) 
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 Rates per 100,000 population for sexual offences were higher in the two rural bio-spatial units (326.9 for lowest range population LGAs and 260.8 for LGAs with populations between 10,000 and 20,000) exceeding rates for hot spots in the larger population coastal or regional LGA units (235.8 and 227.1, respectively) (Figure 17). Also noteworthy is the fact that, in 2007, no single metropolitan LGA was identified as a hot spot for sexual offences.  
 
Figure 17: Physical assaults and sexual offences per 100,000 population, NSW LGA crime hot 
spot per bio-spatial unit, 2007 (Source: NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 2008)  Other forms of assault were also higher for hot spots in the two lower populated rural LGA bio-spatial units. For example, non-domestic violence related crimes were 1.32 times higher in the smallest population LGA hot spots than in metropolitan ones while domestic violence was reported at almost double (1.82 times) the rates as for metropolitan hot spots (Table 6).  
Table 6: Physical assault prevalence ratios, NSW LGA crime hot spots per bio-spatial unit, 
2007   
Metropolitan 
 
Coastal 
Regional 
LGA>20,000 
Rural LGA 
10-20,000 
Rural LGA 
3-10,000 
Non DV related 1.00 1.05 1.02 1.24 1.32 
DV related 1.00 1.16 1.03 1.21 1.82 (Source: NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 2008)    
Metropolitan Coastal Regional LGA>20,000 Rural LGA   10-20,000 Rural LGA    3-10,000 Non DV related 921.4 969.3 935.5 1146.4 1218.9 DV related 571.4 664.5 590.5 690.3 1038.4 Sexual offences 0 235.8 227.1 260.8 326.9 
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Victoria Victoria’s five police regions are quite distinct in terms of population densities and associated socio-demographic characteristics (see Figure 18). Region 1 embraces the inner Melbourne metropolitan area. The other regions contain a small number of major regional centres, such as Ballarat (Region 2) and Bendigo (Region 3), smaller cities like Horsham (Region 2), Benalla (Region 4) and Bairnsdale (Region 5), and Melbourne urban suburbs as well as country towns and farming localities. 
 
 
Figure 18: Victoria Police region boundaries (Source: Victoria Police 2008)  Victoria is more densely populated than other States; no areas have ASGC classifications of Very Remote and only 0.1% of the State’s population live in Remote areas (ABS 2008, Cat. No. 4102.0). Consequently, analysing results according to even a generalized metropolitan-rural divide is not possible. In spite of this, some data relating to violent crimes are presented in Figures 19 and 20. 
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Figure 19: Sexual offences per 100,000 population, Victoria Police Regions, 2007-08 (Source: Victoria Police 2008) 
 
 
Figure 20: Incidents of family violence per 100,000 population, Victoria Police Regions, 
2007-08 (Source: Victoria Police 2008)   
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Western Australia The Western Australian (WA) police statistics are presented for two metropolitan regions – North and South – and a third one for Regional WA which is divided into a number of districts based on SD boundaries with populations from in excess of 1,000,000 to less than 200,000 (Figure 21). The SDs range in size and scope from urban, semi-rural, mining and agricultural areas, to large and diverse rural areas and bordering cattle station country.  
 
 
 
Figure 21: Western Australia Statistical Division boundaries (Source: ABS 2005, Cat. No. 1216.0)  Although approximately two thirds of all recorded violent crimes in 2005 occurred in the Perth metropolitan regions, this was the area with one of the lowest rate of crimes against the person (Figure 22). The distribution of different types of crime varied among reporting districts. On the one hand, crimes against the person were highest in rural and remote areas and lowest in the South West and metropolitan areas. On the other hand, property offences in metropolitan Perth were marginally higher than the State average; the four remote areas to the north had higher rates and the four others had lower ones (Figure 23). Crime rates in rural and remote areas are obviously a cause for great concern. 
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Figure 22: Offences against the person per 100,000 population, WA Police Regions, 2005 (Source: Loh et al. 2007) 
 
 
Figure 23: Property offences per 100,000 population, WA Police Regions, 2005 (Source: Loh et al. 2007)  Rates in 2005 for physical assault were highest in the more remote areas of Kimberley, Pilbara, South Eastern, Central, Midlands and Lower Great and lowest in the populous South West and metropolitan areas (Figure 24).  
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Figure 24: Homicide and assault per 100,000 population, WA Police Regions, 2005 (Source: Loh et al. 2007)  Sexual assault rates were also variable between regions and presented a similar pattern to those for other violent crimes (Figure 25). The highest rates of sexual assault in the Kimberley area most likely reflect the large indigenous population and the high levels of victimisation of Aboriginal women in regional and remote areas (Lievore 2003). 
 
Figure 25: Sex offences per 100,000 population, WA Police Regions, 2005 (Source: Loh et al. 2007) 
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South Australia The South Australian (SA) Office of Crime Statistics and Research (OCSAR) publishes crime rates for selected offences by LGA and SD (refer to Figure 26 for SD boundaries).  
 
Figure 26: South Australia Statistical Division boundaries (Source: ABS 2005, Cat. No. 1216.0)  IPV offence rates in 2006 did not varied substantially with populations and numbers of dwellings. For example, rates for the metropolitan SD of Adelaide are not appreciably different from those for the Murray Lands, South East and Eyre SDs, the last of which has the smallest overall population for a SD in this State. By contrast, there is a large difference between the highest offence rates in the Northern SD and those in the SD of Outer Adelaide, which has the lowest offence rates but a larger population base (Figure 27).  
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Figure 27: Offences against the person per 100,000 population, by SD, South Australia, 2006 (Source: South Australia Office of Crime Statistics and Research 2008) In contrast, the Adelaide SD had the highest property offence rate; indeed, the rate was at least twice that for all four SDs in the southeast of the State (Figure 28). The Northern SD, by far the largest spatial unit, recorded the second highest rate of property offences. 
 
 
Figure 28: Serious criminal trespass per 100,000 population, by SD, South Australia, 2006 (Source: South Australia Office of Crime Statistics and Research 2008) 
Summary of State variations Despite problems associated with examining disparate data, general regional crime patterns have emerged from this exploration of available police data. Results tend to reflect the heterogeneity of urban and rural communities. Reported IPV crime rates in rural areas are generally higher than in metropolitan centres and the more heavily populated regions of the States.  Regional variations often result in higher rates of assault 
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in specific rural localities. This is recognized by the approach to reporting in NSW where ‘hot spots’ are identified.  Assault statistics are known to be problematic because of under-reporting and under-recording. Even so, this examination of police statistics suggests that the incidence of physical assault and sexual offences, particularly in some rural and remote areas, is alarmingly high. The actual incidence of assault is likely to be very high in some communities with high proportions of Indigenous persons. However, while Indigenous women are over-represented as victims, the extent to which their reluctance to report sexual offences impacts upon the level of assaults recorded is not clear. Nor is it possible to speculate whether similar patterns of under-recording exist in non-Aboriginal regional and remote populations due to the absence of statistical data or even a substantial body of qualitative data (Lievore 2003). 
9. Harassment, stalking, bullying In addition to physical or sexual violence, other threats to people’s sense of safety and wellbeing and which can be prosecuted as crimes include stalking and harassment. Harassment relates to a range of disturbing situations that a person may have experienced including obscene phone calls; inappropriate comments about body/sex life; and unwanted sexual touching (ABS 2008, Cat. No. 4102.0). Stalking is defined by a range of activities which the person believed were undertaken with the intent to harm or frighten. Activities include loitering outside a person’s home, workplace or place of leisure or social activities; following or watching a person; interfering with their property; giving or leaving offensive material and telephoning; and sending mail or contacting electronically. For activities to be classified as stalking, more than one type of stalking behaviour had to occur or the same type of behaviour had to occur on more than one occasion. Bullying as a form of violence has focused attention in some situations (such as in schools and in workplaces) with the intention of reducing its occurrence. Bullying can be manifested in various forms from the trivial to the extreme. It can include not only readily distinguishable physical harm or verbal abuse – offensive language and inappropriate or insulting comments or threats – but also more subtle forms of ostracising, ridicule or intimidation. While harassment and stalking are criminal offences, bullying per se is not unless it escalates to assault, the threat of assault, or harassment. Meaningful data could not be sourced to inform this project about the extent of these forms of violence in rural settings. Some preliminary data are available from the 2005 Personal Safety Survey (ABS 2006, Cat. No. 4906.0). The relative paucity of relevant data especially with regards to ABS victimisations surveys such as the PSS signals that more work is needed in order to satisfactorily map patterns of violence in rural and regional Australia, let alone analyse and respond. 
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10. Alcohol related social violence  Social violence is often associated with the consumption of alcohol, particularly in rural and remote areas. Most rural men use alcohol and most of male youth have tried alcohol by their early teens; some are regular consumers (AIHW 2005, PHE 66; AIHW 2008, PHE 107). The young often ‘binge drink’ at hazardous and harmful rates, increasing their likelihood of being involved in social violence as victims or perpetrators, or both. Consequently, alcohol consumption is sometimes regarded as risk taking behaviour, an issue more fully discussed in Data Report No. 4. Research using data from the 1990s into alcohol-related social disorder was carried out by Williams (1999, 2000, 2001) for the Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC). He found that, between 1993 and 1998, the number of persons reporting alcohol-related victimisation declined. In 1998, however, one-third of rural youth aged 14-19 years and two-thirds of rural youth aged 20-24 years were victims of alcohol-related verbal or physical abuse, or were ‘put in fear’ by alcohol-affected persons (Williams 2000: 1). About two-thirds of these abuses occurred in pubs and clubs; around one in seven rural youths had property stolen or damaged in alcohol-related incidents (Williams 2001). Males were consistently more likely to be offenders than females (AIHW 2003, PHE 43). In rural Australia, around 75% of all alcohol-related social disorders were committed by young persons (aged 14-24 years); about 75% of these were committed by 12% of the age cohort and about 75% of perpetrators were also victims of alcohol-related social disorders (Williams 2001). On average, rural youth with harmful alcohol consumption patterns offended four times more often than responsible drinkers.  Williams (2001: 113) suggested reduction in rates of alcohol-related social disorder in rural regions would flow from ‘the promotion and observance of responsible serving practices in pubs and clubs, the early identification of multiple and repeat offenders, and their diversion into appropriate treatment and education programs’. While implementation of responsible serving of alcohol (RSA) legislation has allegedly been successful in reducing social disorder and violence, data could not be sourced to corroborate personal comments by police and publicans. The relative dearth of remedial facilities in rural and remote regions impedes measures aimed at reducing alcohol-induced social violence (Williams 2000) as do extended trading hours introduced by many establishments in rural settings. 
11. Animal abuse Several US and Canadian studies have found co-morbidity between domestic violence and animal abuse. Associations between cruelty to animals and forms of violence include child abuse in homes, violence between adult intimate partners, community violence, and the ways in which young people are affected by bullying or assaults in schoolyards (Ascione 1998, 2005). In Australia the issue of animal abuse and the link with domestic violence is an under-recognised component of domestic violence which is only starting to emerge (Johnson, c.2002) and, consequently, available data are extremely limited.  
      
36          Carrington, McIntosh, Hogg, Scott 
Recent Australian research to examine this connection has been undertaken by Volant et al. (2008). They found that significantly higher rates of (threat of) pet abuse by a partner and by other family members occurred in families with histories of domestic violence compared with a non-domestic violence control group of families. Children from the ‘violent’ families were reported by mothers to have witnessed and committed significantly more animal abuse than children from the ‘non-violent’ families. Further analyses revealed that, for the group as a whole, women whose partners had threatened pets were five times more likely to belong to the intimate partner violence group (Volant et al. 2008).    
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Endnotes                                                                
i This series of reports has used, where possible, the ABS Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) for Remoteness Areas (RAs) to differentiate between the city and the bush and to distinguish varying levels of ‘rurality’ (ABS 2003: Census Paper No. 03/01). RAs are classified as Major Cities (MC), Inner Regional (IR), Outer Regional OR), Remote (R) and Very Remote (VR). Refer to the introductory report for further information on recognised variations to these classifications.  ii See also Carrington, K., McIntosh, A., Hogg, R. and Scott, J. (2011), ‘Suicide and other violent self-harm in an Australian rural context: Analysis of secondary data’, Safeguarding Rural Australia: Masculinity and Violence in Rural Settings, Centre for Law and Justice, QUT, Brisbane. iii For suicides registered in 2008, 561 deaths were the subject of ongoing coronial investigations at the time ABS data were prepared for release. Some of these deaths may be subsequently determined as suicide after further investigation and recorded as such in subsequent 2008 Revisions reports. iv Ischaemic heart disease (18.2%) was ranked first and lung cancer (7.3%) second v This series of reports has used, where possible, the ABS Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) for Remoteness Areas to differentiate between the city and the bush and to distinguish varying levels of ‘rurality’ (ABS 2003: Census Paper No. 03/01). RAs are classified as Major Cities (MC), Inner Regional (IR), Outer Regional OR), Remote (R) and Very Remote (VR). Refer to the introductory report for further information on recognised variations to these classifications. vi See also Carrington, K., McIntosh, A., Hogg, R. and Scott, J. (2011), ‘Framework and scope for analysis of secondary data in a rural Australia context’, Safeguarding Rural Australia, Addressing Masculinity and Violence in Rural Settings, Centre for Law and Justice, QUT, Brisbane. vii Where possible, standardised prevalence ratios (SPRs) have been calculated to illustrate differences between RAs. The rate of 1.0 has been assigned to Major Cities areas. A ratio of 0.5 in a regional or remote area would indicate that the area had half the occurrence rate of Major Cities and a ratio of 2.0 would indicate that the rate in the area was double that in Major Cities. viii Child protection substantiation refers to the determination, after investigation, that a child has been, is being or is likely to be abused or neglected or otherwise harmed. ix National data for 2002-03 and previous years are not comparable with later years due to practice and data systems changes in NSW. Also for these reasons, NSW provided only limited data for 2003-04 x SAAP support periods do not directly correlate to SAAP clients as a client could be the recipient of several support periods during the period. xi The top 50 ‘hot spots’ are those LGAs that have the highest ranking crime rates per 100,000 population in a given year 
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